Translation of sworn testimony by Jacques Godard of Aginter Pr esse. 
Bruges 27 January 1968. 



Born Courbevoie (suburb of Paris) 25 August 1935. 



I have been incarcerated in the prison at Bruges since 9 November 1967 
on a charge of false identity and illegal stay in Belgium. I am aware of 
the fact that my extradition has been demanded by the French authorities 
through a communication which was made to me by the Chambre de Mise en 
Accusation (Court of Indictment or Grand Jury) at Card. I am opposing this 
extradition which has been demanded on a charge going back to March 1963, 
for breach of trust. If I oppose this extradition it comes from the fact 
that for nearly two years I have been working in Portugal for certain 
services whose activity is very often opposed to French government policies. 

To be precise: I was working in Lisbon for the press agency, Aginter Presse, 
an organization under the Portugese Ministry of Information, and working 
covertly for the PIDE (Portugese Political Police). My activities consisted 
of a service of Aginter Presse which was called order .and tradition. This 
service was charged with the study of all African problems, that is, relations 
with Rhodesia, with Johanesburg, with white Africa. We also did editorials 
which were then communicated to the Voice of the West, to be aired on short 
wave to Africa, either French-speaking Africa or Portugese Africa. 

In the course of our services we had relations with certain persons 
and organizations, like for example. President Tschombe, and with Biafra. 

We likewise were in charge of relations with the John Birch Society, which 
was an American political group financed especially by Texas oil producers 
whose activity is absolutely anti-communist. Everywhere where there is a 
struggle either open or covert with communists, the John Birch Society 
lends its financial aid to the people who are struggling against inter- 
national communism. 

At the time of our activities we were able to get proof that the 
so-called Colonel Robert Denard was in reality an operative of French 
services, notably, of the SDECE. We got this evidence from quite a lot of 
cross checking or intelligence, the principle of which was that a group of merc- 
cenaries hired by Denard and located in Luanda in October, 1967 was 
accounted for and payed by Denard with funds furnished by the SDECE. This 
money had come notably from Paris and was forwarded directly to Luanda by 
the French consul. The French consul, whom I do not know personally, handed 
this money over to Denard. It is impossible for me to give you other details 
on this problem or on this specific point because it doesn't all come back 
to my mind and on the other hand because there are certain names which I 
can not cite, but that state ???????? knows specifically that it deals with 
Belgian state security. 

(The last line or lines of this page are cut off. What I can make out is) 
Another proof of the activities of ?Denard is the?... 



(Evidently the last lines of the preceeding page refer to the- plan to kill Souetre) 



Captain Souetre is an ex-captain of the French Army sentenced to death 
for political reasons by the French authorities and who resides in Portugal. 

This physical liquidation of Souetre was supposed to have come about 
as follows: 

Denard had received orders from the French authorities to eliminate one 
way or another the mercenaries who still remained in Congo Kinshasa (this 
dated from the beginning of 1967). As he could not physically do it, not 
having available the means to eliminate Schrarame and his men, he took steps 
to create a revolt of the mercenaries, whose command he took, but knowing 
that this revolt was hopeless. The affair lasted longer than expected, 
because Denard was wounded at Bukavu in the course of the month of July or 
August, 1967. Meanwhile, in order to really come to Schramme f s aid, this 
affair took place shortly after the kidnapping of President Tschombe, certain 
persons and certain authorities, among others Thomas Tschombe, the brother 
of the president, decided to come to Schramme’s aid. They put Souetre in 
charge of organizing the operational details of the affair and Souetre 
recruited a certain number of mercenaries who were taken to Luanda. The 
goal of this operation was to attempt to connect up. with Schramme's men 
from Angola. Meanwhile, Denard recovered, returned to Lisbon and obtained 
in Lisbon from the Portugese authorities or rather from certain persons 
leading the affair to take over the command. He thus left for Luanda in 
the beginning of October 1967. His first goal was to eliminate Souetre and 
his staff; a double goal since on the one hand by eliminating Souetre he 
took control of the operation the better to ensure that it would fail, and 
on the other hand, Souetre was considered as a harmful person in the eyes 
of the Fifth Republic. The affair would thus benefit everyone. 

He thus tried to physically eliminate Souetre and his staff; Souetre 
became aware of the business, warned by the Portugese authorities. Since 
Denard had been in this milieu much longer than Souetre and still profited 
ty his influence, Souetre chose to abandon the affair and left for Europe. 

Later Denard tried, or more precisely m^de believe in trying this military 
operation against the Congo that he was going to the aid of Schramrae while in 
fact he had forewarned the French and consequently the services of Mobutu 
of what he was going to do. The result was that on the other side of the 
Angolan border several thousand soldiers of the ANC were in position. After 
several minor skirmishes, the affair was judged impossible, which was the 
original intention of Denard. Schramme and his men were left with no other 
choice than to surrender or be killed. Denard returned to Luanda and in 
face of the accumulation of evidence that we had the Portugese came round 
to our view and arrested Denard. I think that Denard is currently in 
prison in Luanda. 



Insofar as the kidnapping of Tschombe is concered, it appears 
certain that Denard entered Tschombe* s circle several days before his 
kidnapping. The goal of the trip from Palma de Majorca to Ibiza that 
President Tschombe took consisted of a scouting trip to the end of buying 
a property which so far as we know - we being Aginter Presse - had been 
brought to his attention by Denard. As it is apparent also that Denard 



* 




was staying in Madrid during the week that preceded the kidnapping and that 
he had numerous telephone contacts with Paris; that on the other hand during 
the time that Denard was in Madrid the police in charge of the surveillance 

on Tschorabe at his house, 48 Doctor in Madrid, were aware that for 

two weeks before the kidnapping Tschombe was the subject of a surveillance 
other than their own. I had knowledge of this detail through persons 
belonging to the Spanish services of Securi..D. These persons surveilling 
Tschombe appeared to be in contact with Denard, this according to intelli- 
gence which was furnished to us afterward, from several sources. 






